
Gang Awareness &  Prevention

� e pervasiveness of gangs throughout our society is undeniable. � ey incite 
fear and violence, threatening our schools, our children, and our homes. 
Gangs today are more sophisticated and � agrant in their use of violence and 
intimidation tactics. As they proliferate in schools and neighborhoods, they 
bring with them drugs, weapons, and criminal activity.

� e Guardian Angels possess a unique ability to make an impact with 
students, teachers and parents.  Today’s volunteers hail from diverse 
professional backgrounds – education, law enforcement, information 
technology, and law – re� ecting the new challenges that face our communities.  
At the same time, � e Guardian Angels still carry the “street cred” that 
is so essential to earning the respect of young people participating in our 
educational programs.   

Research and experience have shown us that one-shot programs or even 
limited anti-gang/violence education programs for students and sta�  do not 
initiate long term, positive change in behavior for children. Students as well 
as adults need constant reinforcement as to how their words and actions will 
a� ect people around them.

Our programs attack the problem from many angles, emphasizing and reinforcing gang resistance
in school, home and community. Our initiatives include: 

For Children 

�t��School-Based Conflict Resolution Program – Peer Mediation has proven to 
be the most e� ective tool in preventing youth violence and gang recruitment in 
schools. � e Guardian Angels trains students to participate in mediation and 
con� ict resolution.

�t��Basic Skills Training – By teaching � exible coping strategies, problem solving 
skills, and interpersonal skills, � e Guardian Angels helps children to de� ne 
clear options in the decision making process, rather than using impulsive 
decision making.

�t��Peer Mentor Program – Mentors are developed and assigned to students who 
are at-risk and might be potential targets for gang recruitment.

�t School Pride – Establishing a sense of pride and belonging in school through 
fun activities, and allowing children to have a voice in school policy, can make 
their learning experience more authentic and meaningful. � is is important 
because a smaller campus sometimes loses a school identity and school pride   
of the original parent school. � is allows children to feel capable, contributing, 
and connected to the school and the community in which they live so that they 
are less likely to seek outside identi� cation with gangs.   
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For Schools

� e Guardian Angels Gang Suppression Seminar teaches 
educators how to identify gang activity and what to do when 
it is recognized. Session participants � rst  investigate a brief 
history of gangs and learn to clarify their de� nitions to identify 
a wide range of groups appropriately called gangs.   

Participants then develop a comprehensive outline for 
gang intervention strategies and learn gang management 
techniques that can reduce and even eliminate 
the presence and in� uence of gangs in school and 
classroom environments. Participants learn how to identify 
various gang a� liations and which students may be involved.  

Participants learn:

�t���5�P���E�F�m�O�F���H�B�O�H�T���t���4�U�S�B�U�F�H�J�F�T���B�O�E���U�F�D�I�O�J�R�V�F�T���U�P���S�F�E�V�D�F���H�B�O�H���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�J�P�O���J�O���T�D�I�P�P�M�T���t

�t���4�J�H�O�T���B�O�E���T�Z�N�C�P�M�T���U�I�B�U���J�E�F�O�U�J�G�Z���H�B�O�H�T���t���)�P�X���T�U�V�E�F�O�U�T���B�S�F���B���S�F�T�P�V�S�D�F���J�O���H�B�O�H���F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O���t��

�t���h�F���V�T�F���P�G���U�F�D�I�O�P�M�P�H�Z���J�O���H�B�O�H���B�D�U�J�W�J�U�Z���B�O�E���I�P�X���U�P���I�B�O�E�M�F���J�U���t

�t���8�B�S�O�J�O�H���T�J�H�O�T���P�G���H�B�O�H���N�F�N�C�F�S�T�I�J�Q���E�S�J�W�F�T���t

For Parents

�t���(�B�O�H���S�F�D�P�H�O�J�U�J�P�O���o���U�I�F���U�I�S�F�F��“P’s : Posers (no real threat, 
they are the “wanna- be’s”), Prospects (growing threat, actively 
being recruited by the gangs), the Predators (immediate threat, 
hard-core gang members living that life 24 hours a day) 

�t���#�F�I�B�W�J�P�S���Q�B�U�U�F�S�O�T���U�P���M�P�P�L���G�P�S

�t���)�P�X���U�P���U�B�M�L���U�P���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���B�C�P�V�U���H�B�O�H�T��

�t���$�P�N�N�V�O�J�U�Z���S�F�T�P�V�S�D�F�T���U�I�B�U���Q�B�S�F�O�U�T���D�B�O���E�S�B�X���P�O

�t���'�B�N�J�M�Z���B�O�E���$�P�N�N�V�O�J�U�Z���S�P�M�F���N�P�E�F�M���U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H

�t���)�P�X���U�P���E�F�B�M���X�J�U�I���Q�P�M�J�D�F

Gang Awareness &  Prevention
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