Gang Awareness & Prevention

e pervasveness of gangsthroughout our society isundeniable. ey incite
fear and violence, threatening our schools our children, and our homes
Gangstoday are more sophigicated and agrant in their use of violence and
intimidation tactics Asthey proliferate in schoolsand neighborhoods, they
bring with them drugs, wegpons and criminal activity.

e Guardian Angels possess a unique ability to make an impact with
sudents teachers and parents Today's volunteers hail from diverse
professonal backgrounds — education, law enforcement, information
technology, andlaw—re ectingthenew challengesthat faceour communities
At the ssme time, e Guardian Angds gill carry the “dreet cred” tha
is S0 essentia to earning the respect of young people participating in our
educational programs

Research and experience have shown us that one-shot programs or even
limited anti-gang/violence education programsfor sudentsand ¢a do not
initiate long term, pogtive changein behavior for children. Sudentsaswel
asadultsneed congant reinforcement asto how their wordsand actionswill
a ect people around them.

Our programsattack the problem from many angles, enphaszing and reinforcing gang resgance
in school, home and community. Our initiativesinclude:

For Children

t School-Based Conflict Resolution Program — Peer M ediation has proven to
bethemog e ectivetoal in preventing youth violence and gang recruitment in
shools  eGuardian Angdstrainssudentsto participatein mediation and
con ict reolution.

tBadc kills Training — By teaching  exible coping strategies problem solving
Kills and interpersonal «Kkills e Guardian Angdshepschildren to de ne
clear optionsin the decison making process, rather than usng impulsve
decison making.

tPeer Mentor Program — Mentorsare developed and asigned to gudentswho
are a-risk and might be potential targetsfor gang recruitment.

tSchool Pride— Egablishing a sense of pride and beonging in school through
fun activities, and allowing children to have avoicein school policy, can make
their learning experience more authentic and meaningful.  isisimportant
because a gmaller campus sometimeslosesaschool identity and school pride

of theoriginal parent school.  isalowschildren to fed capable, contributing,
and connected to the school and the community in which they live o that they
arelesslikey to seek outsdeidenti cation with gangs
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For Schods

e Guardian Angds Gang Quppresson Seminar teaches
educators how to identify gang activity and wha to do when
it isrecognized. Sesson participants rg investigate a brief
higory of gangsand learntoclarify their de nitionstoidentify
awide range of groups gppropriaely called gangs.

Participants then devdop a comprehensve outline for
gang intervention drategies and learn gang management
techniques tha can reduce and even diminae
the presence and in uence of gangs in school and
clasyoom environments Participants learn how to identify
variousganga liaionsand which sudents may beinvolved.

For Parents
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