
OUR S.A.V.E. PROGRAM

Increasing incidents of violence in schools have reached crisis proportions over the past decade. To help educators cope, 
we created a two-hour violence prevention workshop for educators just entering the � eld and experienced classroom vets 
alike. � e workshop meets certi� cation requirements for the “Safe Schools Against Violence in Education (S.A.V.E.) Act” 
signed into law in New York in 2000. 

� rough this program, available at St. John’s University and Iona College, 
teachers learn to recognize and prevent violence not just in the classroom, 
but throughout the school environment and community. Topics covered 
include the identifying the warning signs and impact of bullying, the role of 
school sta�  in protecting kids, strategies for dealing with “at-risk” kids.  

“Your knowledge of the S.A.V.E. 
Legislation, your commitment to 
students’ safety, and your empathy 
for students who need our care were 
evident to all program participants.”
Florence D. Musiello, Education 
Dept - Iona College

“It would certainly be in the best interests of students at other institutions should they be able to hear 
you and pro� t from your point of view as well as from the strategies you propose to deal with (and 
sometimes even prevent) school violence where it occurs.”
Jerrold Ross, Dean of the School of Education - St. John’s University
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The Guardian Angels welcomes its newest partner in “ keeping kids safe”…

Violence Prevention Institute

Emergency department physicians see the results of gun and gang violence everyday. � ey are treating more 
and more children in emergency rooms at an alarming rate. 

Violence Prevention Institute (VPI) was founded by Board Certi� ed Emergency Medicine Physicians in 
response to the increasing number of youth victims and perpetrators of violent crimes treated in emergency 
rooms everyday. � ese concerned physicians experience the day-to-day result of gang-related and gun violence 
� rst hand because of the number of injuries and fatalities appearing in the emergency room. It is apparent that 
gang and gun violence is a growing public health crisis. 

VPI provides Education, Research, Prevention and Intervention programs designed to address the increasing 
incidence of violent youth behavior.

� e Institute uses evidence based research models to assist states, cities, law enforcement, and school boards in 
designing strategies to address the increasing societal problems associated with violent behavior in youth and 
young adults.

Participants are taught corrective skills to change attitudes about gun violence, gang activities and other 
negative social behaviors, in order to improve school performance, family relationships, reduce criminal 
activities, and acquire skills that maximize their ability to e� ectively negotiate peer relationships and other 
social interactions.

� e VPI Physicians from left to right: Sampson M. Davis, MD 
FACEP, Duane Dyson, MD FAAEM, Chairman & CEO,  Joseph 
J. Calabro, DO, ACOEP, FACEP , Secretary / Treasurer, Dane E. 
Clarke, MD, FACEP, Vice-Chairman

Meeting the Challenges
of Youth Violence Through 
Education, Research and 
Intervention Programs

Our Mission:
To reduce the incidence of youth violence

through education and behavior modi � cation

� e VPI Physicians from left to right: Sampson M. Davis, MD 
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The Guardian Angels welcomes its newest partner in “ keeping kids safe”…

Violence Prevention Institute

The Importance of Research and Intervention 

In order to evaluate the e� ectiveness of its programs, an important part of the VPI’s objective is to administer 
needs assessment surveys to program participants as a means of assessing the factors that place adolescents at 
risk for engaging in violent behaviors and gang involvement. Additionally, data generated from VPI’s research 
and evaluation activities provide a thorough examination of the social support networks (eg, family, friends, 
teachers) that protect youth from the consequences of risk-taking behavior.  � is information is then utilized 
by VPI to guide and strengthen its prevention planning e� orts.

Executive Director: Sheena Dance, MSW, CSW 

Main Of� ce:
Violence Prevention Institute, Inc.
66 West Gilbert Street, Suite 100
Red Bank, NJ 07701 

Essex County Of� ce:
Violence Prevention Institute, Inc.
60 Evergreen Place, Suite 504
East Orange, NJ 07018

Tel: 973-395-0311
Fax: 973-395-0811
Website: www.ViolencePreventionInstitute.org

� e Violence Prevention Institute is a 501(c)(3) non-pro� t and tax-exempt organization.
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