
Advertisement

06/16/2007

Residents divided on need for  outside patrol
Abbe Smith , Register  Staff

NEW HAVEN — Guardian Angels leader  Cur tis Sliwa hit the streets of New Haven
Fr iday night with four  of his " Angels"  and vowed to give " an extra layer  of
protection"  to the city’s Edgewood neighborhood, where residents are still tense
from fresh violence this week.
Wearing red jackets and red berets, the unarmed New York-based group was an obvious
presence in the neighborhood, where the son of Rabbi Daniel Greer was attacked Sunday 
and 18-year-old Tyler Coward was shot to death Tuesday. The Angels planned to stay out 
until the early hours of the morning.

Eliezer Greer, son of Daniel Greer and brother of the man who was attacked, invited the 
Guardian Angels to New Haven to assist the armed citizen patrol he created in response to 
the recent violence. 

The gun-packing Edgewood 
Park Defense Patrol has touched off a controversy in the community about 
whether putting more guns on the streets will make the neighborhood safer or 
more dangerous in the long run. Some Jewish leaders and members of the 
black clergy have criticized the armed patrols as dangerous and divisive.

Sliwa, who met with members of the armed patrol Thursday, said he hopes to 
dissuade them from continuing to arm themselves as they patrol the streets.

"If we’ re successful enough with our unarmed patrol, I think the men in the
armed patrol would be more than happy to take their arms into their homes,"
he said Friday.

Sliwa said the Guardian Angels will remain in New Haven "as long as 
necessary" and are looking for more members. He is set to meet with Mayor 
John DeStefano Jr. and Police Chief Francisco Ortiz Jr. at 3:30 p.m. Monday 
at police headquarters to talk about ways to deter street violence.

He called for more of a police presence in the community, but did not criticize the police force, which he said was typical of other city’s
forces.

"In all the cities that we’ re in, they are always going to be a day late and a dollar short," he said.

Members of the Edgewood Park Defense Patrol have been more openly critical of police. Avi Hack, a member of the group, said it’ s the
reason citizens are taking matters into their own hands.

"We’ re all kind of hoping we fill in the gap long enough for the police department to get its act together," he said.

Hack said his group is looking forward to working side by side with the Guardian Angels.

As an Orthodox Jew, Hack was planning on ending his patrol before sundown, when the Sabbath begins, but he said there are plenty of 
non-Jews in the group who will carry on with the patrol.

Already, he said, the patrol is making a difference.

"There is more of a sense of tranquility," he said.

Hack added that people in the neighborhood go out of their way to thank the patrol volunteers for their work.

But residents Friday night had mixed reactions to both the Guardian Angels and the armed patrols.



Dolores Bonner walked up the Angels as they prepared for their patrol on the corner of Norton and Elm streets and shook their hands.

"Welcome, Angels," she said. "Thank you."

Bonner said she supports the Guardian Angels and the Edgewood Park Defense Patrol. 

"I think it’ s wonderful. Anything that works is OK with me," she said.

Kenneth Driffin, a resident of the nearby Hill neighborhood, said armed citizen patrols are only going to spur more violence.

"We’ re going to have the wild, wild West out here. We don’ t need that," he said.

Driffin said organizing block watches and getting parents more involved in their children’s lives is a better way to end the killing. He
said he knows first-hand the pain of street violence. Driffin’s cousin, 23-year-old Terrence Driffin, was shot to death in May and was the
city’s first homicide victim this year.

Others in the community were skeptical of a group of outsiders coming in and walking their streets at night looking for violence to
squelch, and ready to make citizen’s arrests.

Michael Lopez, who used to live nearby, said neighbors should do their own patrolling.

"I don’ t agree with outsiders coming in," he said.

Sliwa said the Angels put themselves in harm’s way to keep neighborhoods safe. He, himself, was shot at in the summer of 1992.

"It’ s the risk you take. You have to fight for what you believe in," Sliwa said. 

Abbe Smith can be reached at asmith@nhregister.com or 789-5615.
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