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Guardian Angels ready for  Easton

Done with training, the 15 could be in West Ward this weekend.
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Easton's troubled West Ward got a guardian angel Monday 
night.

Actually, it got 15 freshly minted ones straight out of 12 weeks
of Guardian Angels training, ready to start patrolling the 
streets as soon as this weekend.

Dressed in red jackets and berets, they received their 
certificates and pins and heard a rousing speech from Guardian
Angels founder Curtis Sliwa, who boomed they were now 
among those he called ''people who dare to care.''

With that, Sliwa said, Easton had become the 104th city to 
have a Guardian Angels chapter.

Among those in the audience were guardian angels from the Slate Belt chapter that patrols Pen Argyl, Wind 
Gap and Bangor, and members from Sussex County, N.J., and Wilkes-Barre, where another class graduated 
the day before, Sliwa said.

Sliwa said the angels in Easton initially will focus on the West Ward, which has had several shootings that 
included a triple homicide last year. He wants the patrols eventually ''to continue and grow into other parts of 
the city.''

The new angels have been trained in first aid, CPR and the law, Sliwa said.

''What makes us different than block watcher programs is we make physical interventions,'' Sliwa said.

''If they see a fight, they'll break it up and send people on their way,'' he said.

''If a crime has been committed, we will exercise our right to make a citizens' arrest,'' he said.

Most of the time, though, he said their job will be ''just being there,'' watching, learning and talking about 
what is happening in neighborhoods.



Those observations, he said, could be the missing links police are looking for when they are investigating the 
latest shooting and people aren't talking.

Easton police officials did not attend the ceremonies, but earlier in the day Police Chief Larry Palmer 
expressed no reservations about their presence on the streets.

''I appreciate them dedicating their time to bettering the city,'' Palmer said.

Sliwa, who founded the guardian angels 29 years ago in New York City, said he has another class undergoing
training in Stroudsburg scheduled to graduate in July. The nonprofit organization has chapters in 12 countries.

Sliwa said both Easton and Stroudsburg are experiencing increased crime problems largely caused by the 
migration of gang members from New York and New Jersey. They are moving in to ''sling drugs and throw 
gang signs,'' he said.

The challenge, he said, is for people to get involved and do something about the deterioration they are seeing 
in their neighborhoods.

''You improve, you don't move,'' he said, urging his form of community activism to make things better.
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